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| Ga 1. DATE - TIME GROUP 
| 


26 June 49 26/0505 
33. SOURCE 


10. CONCLUSION 
Astro (FIREBALL) 


Dr Olivier, Director, Flower Observatory and Dri Purves, Executiv: 
soser; EE seh of Architects observed object and | 


| 


i Civilian 


14, NUMBER OF OBJECTS 
| One 
15. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 


Observer noticed an exceptionally large meteor. The object | 
appeared as a blue-green "moon" and was estimated between 1/2 2 
and 2/3 of the size of the diameter of the moon. It ap; peared, 
5 deg below the star Altair in the bend of the handle of the | 
Big Dipper. The object moved in Southerly direction through | 
about 20 deg of arc in 3 to 3 1/2 seconds and disappeared beh linc 
akica roof of a houxse. Unlike the usual fireball, the appearance 
was not accompanied by a hissing sound nor was it followed by 
any thunder sound, It was not followed by any lighted trail. 


i 3 = 3 1/2 Seconds 
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“ DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE | 
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WASHINGTON 
IME INSPECTION Gi NANAI USAF 
OTH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATION 
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIM FORCE DASE. DAYTON, OHIO 


in ep never to: 5D PL-21 28 November 19L9 


SUBJECT: PROJECT GH DGE 
SPECIAL IIRUIRY 


TO: Commanding General 
Air Lateriel Cormend 
Wright-Fatterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 
ATTN: MCIAXS 


1, The attached report of investigation by Speciel Agent EUGENE 
Le ZECHMEISTER, DO #3, dated 22 November 1949, is forwarded for your 
information and any action deemed necessery. 


2, This investigation was not reqested by nor through this 


offices 
IM 
1 Incl JAMES F, X. O'CONNELL 
R/I dtd 22 Nov Lg Lt Colonel, USAF 
(in dup) District Commander 
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o SIFIED 
DETAILS: UNC- 


1. This investi-ation was predicated upon receirt of letter from 
District Comander, 3 #17, Kirtland 4°", dtated 18 Aurust 13110, j 
UNYON SUPJICT(S) (Aerial Phenomena), requesting f 
in reference to the attached copy of letter from "e 
Vice President, Pennsylvania Corran;, ae to Dr. LINCCIN Tar; 12. Unie 
versity of Vexico, ds'ed £ Aurust 19/19 9, in reference te aerial rhenomena 
sighted 26 June 191,9 at Media, Fa. 


AT FEILADELPHTA, FA. 


2. On U; September 1919 lr. Wgd surer, Curtis 
Publishing Co, Independence Square, Fhila, Pa., and member of Arerican 
Yeteor Society, was iriterviewed at the 3¢ District OSI Detachment. A 
formal statement was signed by ling on 21 Oct © to include 
additional details of the aerial rhenomena and is attached as an inclosur:. 


3. Files of "The Fhiladelphia Incuirer" were exarincd on 22 Cctcher 
1919 and revealed that article titled "Meteor Soars Over Thila/elriia 
and Ixplodes", was contained therein in the Sunday, 26 June 1949 2dition. 


AT UFPER DARBY, PA. 


l. On 22 October 1919 Dr l-EE Director, School of 
Astronomy, University oi PennsyTvania, for the past tventy-eicht (2%) years; 


Director,. Flower Observatory, Upper Darby, Fa.; and President, American 
Meteor Society; vas interviewed at the Flower Cbservatory and st wer that 
with the information gathered he was very sure in his own mind that the 
aerial phenomena seen on the night of 26 June 1919 was a fire» a The 
director stated that reports coming to him revealed that the fire'all 
appeared 5° below the star Alcor an? aprroxima-ely in the middle of the Pig 
Dipper, the diameter of the object b-ing 1/1 of a degree. During course cf 
interview with Dr. CLIVIER it was learned that Ge was in receipt of other 
letters pertaining to this incident. Cories of these letters are attached 
as inclosures. Dr. OLIVIER is the Consulting Astronomer for th graphic 
Department of the U. S. Navy, and for a number of years all irrerularities 
in meteor forms have been forwarded to the observatory director Sor analysis. 
Dr OLIVIER stated that he handles approximately 15,000 reports per year. 


AT MEDIA, PA. 


5. It ‘was learned through Mrs v Flum Creek Road, Media, 
Pa., on 2 October 1919, that Nr. Executive Director, American 


Institute of Archit was on an extended trip and that it yould be best 
to contact Mr. GR letter to ;ashington, 2. C. In TA 51 
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of 26 October 1919, he stated that he and his wife were precont with Jr, 
and Mrs. MEDR their home in Media, Pa., sitting ovtdoors when the 
fireball appeared. Although not familiar with astronomical p 

unhesitantly classified the object as a fireball. It 
approximately four (1) to five (5) seconds and arpeare’ to be, in 
abcut equal to a full moon seen at the Zenith and not at the horizo It 
was very bright being slightly green in color; moving very fast; arpea ` 
to follow a curved course; civins off smaller pieces of lizht in the same 
manner as a sky rocket. The ridge of the house obstructed the viow making 
it impossible to see whether or not the object retained its brilliance 
until it struck the earth. The object distinctly lit up th- country side 
and REH not recall that there was any scund whatsoever. Lr, gg 
stated he would guess the object was probably fifty (50) miles away. This 
letter is being 'retained in files of 3d District CSI. 


AT CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 


—— ES 

6. Wr. and | ~ were interviewed on 21 Octcber 
1919 and substantiated in detai e statement given by - -o 
Inclosures: 


FOR DISTRICT OFFICES NO. 17, KIRTLAND 372 


l. Statement of adn, cated 21 October 1919, at Fhiladel- 


phia, Pa. 


2. True copy of letter from A > TO 
Franklin Institute, Phila, Pa.. date une 1919. 

3. True copy of letter ` J, Dr. I. KE, tg, 
Franklin Institute, Phila, Pa., J 


l. True copy of letter from Mo >r. I. 2. L-VITT, Frank- 
lin İnstitute, Phila, Pa., dated 27 June 1919. 


FCR Hz, OSI 


1. Statement o 21 Cotober 1919, at Philadel- 


phia, Pa. 
SMa Dr. I. Y. LOVIT, 
dat une 1919. 
3. True copy of letter from A Dr. I. X. LEVITT, 


Franklin Institute, Phila, Pa., undated. 


2. True copy of letter fro 
Franklin Institute, Phila, Pa., 


A cet ++ e ti. 
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l. True copy of letter from DR. I. H, UIVITT, 
Fran’ lin Institute, Fhila, ia., dated 27 June 1919. t 


, at “hila sl- 


2. True copy of letter OMNES 7. 1. L-VITI, 


Fran'-lin Institute, Phila, la., dated 27 June 1919, 

3. True copy of letter Bereet i’. LEVITT; 
Fran!:lin Institute, Fhila, Fa., undated. 

l. True copy of letter ago L. LIVITT, France 
lin Institute, Phila, Pa., datet 27 June 1919. 


FCR DO #5 


1. Sta ement of Orem ~: 21 Cetober 191,9, at Pailazel- 


OFIC 


phia, Pa. 

2. True cory of lette ta Dre I, E, LEVITT, 
Franklin Institute, Phila, Pa., a 27 June 1949. 

3. True copy of letter $ DE. I. 1. LOVITI, 


' Franklin Institute, Phila, Pai, undated. 


l. True cory of letter Gg, Dr. I. 0. LiVITT, Frank 
lin Institute, Phila, Pa., dated 27 June 1919, 


FOR DC #3, 1612 S. CY HASR SEU, FA. 


1, Stat nt ki aa 21 October 1919, at Fniladel- 


phia, Fa. 

2. True copy of letter "EE Dr. I. Y. LEVITT, 
Franklin Institute, Phila, Pa., dated 27 June 1919. 

3. True copy of letter from "ees 1. X. L3VITI, 
Franklin Institute, Fhila, Fa., undated, 

l. True copy of letter enema ter. LEVITT, 
Franklin Institute, Phila, Ta,, ed June 1919. 

5. Letter TA i ve Director, The American 
Institute of Architects, New York Avenue, Wi, Washington 6, D.C., 


dated 26 October 1919. 
ONCLACSIFIED 
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October 21, 1910 


E eem Nova, Pennsylvania, prior to rain the 
ne contained in the following pararrarhs, have Been adyise? ' SI 


e IMCUZISTR, who has identified himself to ma as a Special Arer "fico ef 
Special Investirations, USAF, that I do not have to meke any Sta! A nent má t 
any statement I may make may be used against me in a court of law. ve 


also been informed of my right te have an attorney. ith such unie 
I make the following sta*>ment of my own free will and accord. ani `n ro G 
or fear of runishment and without inducement and promise of i~- unity or revard. 


Cn the night of 26 June, 1919, at aprroxina'elv 0005 hours, I sighted what 
aprearei to be a Tirrbatt-Ċat —xcor tionally large meteor). n 
the lawn of ry friends, Ur. and LYS, my > 
I were visiting, and vas looking toward the northwestern sky. t 
clouds and visibility was good. The lem is within 20 fect o” th 
Reservoir belonging to the Philadelri:ia Suburban “ater Company. = 
of the Purves hcuse. It is about 20 feet above the Reservoir, 


The object appeared as a blue-sreen "no ont and was, I would satt ste, 
1/2 and 2/3 of the size ize of the diameter cf the moon. It arrearad 3d 
beror the star Altair - in the bend of the handle of the fis D'p 


the uftàl — fireball, it did not appear as a streak, or Licht steadily 
brighter, but at the full size. ‘here was no ouestion of any confusio -n with 
the moon or a planet, as it was many times larger than any planet, and as, 
of course, the moon or a planet could not be in this direction. 


The object moved in a southerly direction through about 20 degrees cf arc in 
% to 3 1/2 seconds, and disappeared hehind the' roof of the Purves house. It 


was also seen b; ir. and 5 aġġ my wife, who locked arcvad. only 
saw a bluish green glow above hill, which blocked the view to the est, 


Unlike the usual fireball. the aprearance was not accompanied by a hissing 
sound nor was it followed by any thunder sounds. It 708 not followed by any 
lighted trail, 


As to its actual size, height or speed, I can make no statement, as, cf cource, 
any one of these factors would be dependent on the other. ^s noted above, 

its diameter was about 1/2" of arc and it moved through about 20 degrees of 

arc in 3 to 3 1/2 seconds. Calculating very roughly, if it was 50 miles 

away, the altitude would be about 20 riles and the speed about 7 miles a second; 
if the distance was greater, both altitude and 50260 would also be greater, 

and the reverse voull apply if it was nearer. It was about 30 decrees above 
the horizon when it a peared and about 15 degrees when it disap-eared behind 
the house. S 


As noted above, it was a circular disc and there was no sign of any exhaust. 
I have never previously seen a large fireball and was somewhat surprised that 
it was not blinding, but gave out a little less light than the full moon. 
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== is-sa 


= 


Its path was entirely regular, with no chance of course or speed sere was 
no variation in the amount of Ucht or any "blinking". “o rot ation ccul) 
have been o'served as no features of tha disc ere visible, 


rr. hovght he saw it leave behind some red sparis, Lut neither rs. 
Purves cr I saw these, 


vy friend, Mrs. crec 제 some cu2sts, from their lam at 
Conshohocken, ‘en milzs north of Media, at about the same time of the nic: 
saw what v23 undoubtedly the same object, traveling, they think, "pp nortivest 


to southeast. They at first thought it was a rocket and then realized *ha! it 
was a meteor, 


I reported the sighting promptly to The Franklin Institute, “ho ‘urnish:d 
account which was published in the late edition of the Sunday Pulletin on 2¢ 


June, 1919. Tre following day I «rote to Dr. “A the University of 
Pennsylvania Flower Observatory at Swarthmore, Fen"sylvania, and vave them a 
detailed account o^ the rhonomenon, I sent coptes cf this letter to dr 
Lincoln LaPaz, Director of th: Institute of Neteoritics, University c 
Yexico, Los Alamos, New Mexico, and also to Dr. rrejerick 5. Leonard, Astronomer, 
University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California. 


Dr. Olivier is Fresident of the American Meteor Socizty and as such collects 
accounts of all meteors. He tells me that he has not obtained enor 
accoun's to enable him to trace the actual course of the ohject hy tri 
Dr. LaPaz wrote me a series of questions about the phenemencn, wh: 
answered, and I understand that the Office of Spscial Tnvestiratic ons, USA”, has 


a copy of this answer. 


I have read this statement, which consists of two pages. I have signed this 
statement and initialed all corrections, This statement is the ‘ruta to the 
best of my knowledge and belief. and I have given it freely and voluntarily 


: mees. — 


Witness: 


s/ Burene L. Zechmeister * 


EUG3NE ISTIR, SpA. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 7 RE: 
m 
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t 


b. 3503 Race Str-et 
Phila l,, Fa. 
. June 27, 199 


Fran'lin ne 


Fhiladelphia, Fa. 


Dear Sir: 


I am sending you my observationof vhat arreared to be a 
meteor of a very bright intensity "rich I observed while sitting 
in my back yard on Sat. night. The time was approximately 
midnight. The duration of visibility for me was very short, 
probably no more than 2 to 3 seconds as it disappeared from view 
behind a house to the west of me, The color “as a bright blue 
and the intensity was enobgh to light up the area around us 
as if a Fourth of July Rocket hac gone off several hundred feet 
in the air. The duration of fall = it seemed to come from the 
area in the vicinity of the handle of the Big Jiprer and fall 
to the southwest. I was facing north ani when it disar-eared 
from my view it vas alrost straight northwest of me. ‘The 


angle seemed to be a perfect circle. N 
A . 
$ ㆍ 


~ 
I hope my very amateur observations ray he of some help 


to you. 


Respectfully yours, 


A TRUE COET: e 


te at 
while with a ratr 
sort thick trail that ha? definite “lua color, A sort cf 
parallel trail, thinner, was definitely red 1017. 
I would say that its angle with tha l as shout 457, 
haan 


I would be intarestid tn hearing t+ it lan 
discovercd. 


Sincerely, 


A TRUS CCTY: /s/ ere, 
ea Laur 


UNT 


